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URAYASU'S BEKABUNE

"Bekabune', a small boat that was used for gathering laver (a kind of
seaweed) could be seen in the early years throughout the Tokyo Bay area. It
was introduced in the story, Aobeka by "Shugoro Yamamoto who described it
as a '"little flat bottomed boat used by one person'. There were two kinds of
"bekabune" that were used around the city of Urayasu. One was used only
for gathering laver and it's size was 4.5m long by 90cm wide. It was called
"noribeka" which means "seaweed boat". The other one was alittle larger.
It's measurements were 4.8m long and 95cm wide. It was used to collect
shellfish as well as laver. The boats were mostly made from cryptomeria
(Japanese cedar). In order to make this unique kind of boat they needed a

special saw which was specially designed for the building of these boats.

Translated by Tokyo Gakkan Jr. High School
English Club and Roger and Naomi Lyman
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