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Sangen-Nagaya In Urayasu
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Sangen-Nagaya In Urayasu

"Sangen-Nagaya" (a tenement house divided into three units), which is built at the outdoor exhibition site
of Urayasu City Folk Museum, was designated a tangible cultural properties of Chiba prefecture on I4th
March 2006.

"Nagaya" (a tenement house) is a wooden apartment house and the construction of this tenement house
is separated into a few compartments by wall and each compartment has own entrance and exit in order to
be able to use as separate residence. "Nagaya" at the museum is called " Sangen-Nagaya" because this
tenement house is composed of three residences.

This "Sangen-Nagaya" was existed at 3-choume Horie Urayasu city and used as an actual residence until
1997. It was confirmed by researcher of historical architecture that this tenement house had been built at
the end of the Edo Era and has high cultural worth today. Therefore, it was decided that this "Nagaya" was
transferred to and restored at the museum.

During the Edo Era (the 17~the 19 century), it is told that 70% of inhabitants in Edo area had lived at
such tenement houses as the above mentioned.

There were many "Nagaya" for common people in not only old Tokyo but also Urayasu. However, the
majority of "Nagaya" were disappeared by the fire of the Great Kanto Earthquake and the major US air
raids during the 2nd world war. As the concrete constructions were mainly used for rebuilding of housing
after the 2nd world war, there was scarcely the existence of actual "Nagaya" built during the Edo Era.

Therefore, it is able to mention that "Sangen-Nagaya" existed in Urayasu is extremely important building.

The museum makes endeavor not only to preserve worthwhile "Sangen-Nagaya" for the future generation
but also prepare such commentary pamphlet that the majority of contemporary people are able to learn

how to have lived at "Nagaya" in those days.

Translated by Keiju Kurozumi
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